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Why is it that so often it happens that young scientists make astounding
breakthroughs? Einstdn made his greatest discoveries when he was
a very young man. Many of the greatest musicians and artists and

. . o7 . a
scholars in all fields mm name for themselves while they vovwg.

still very young. At first glance, ;gmiééml that a person would need

a great deal of knowledge before he or she could make these astounding
breakthroughs, that a person would have to read everything in their

field and absorb all the music and art that went before them before

they could make their astounding breakthroughs, but this does not

appear to be the case. In fact, many of these great scientists, artists,
and musicians after they grow older stop being as productive. Many

times their later works do not match at all their earlier ones. Why

should this be so?

What's more, why is it that there is no clear cut formula in order

to arrive at creativity? Many very creative people have told me that
sometimes their best ideas come nl when they are sitting with a pencil
behind their desk but when they are driving a car or going on a picnic
or even taking a shower. It is true that you cannot be creative in

any field unless you have studied it. After all, Einstein studied
physics. Mozart studied music. The greats in all fields studied

their field before they could make a contribution. However, most

of them did not have the encyclopedic knowledge of their field which
many of their older fellow scientists or artists had, yet they were
able to make creative breakthroughs while those that had the encyclopedic

knowledge could not.
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The Talmud refers to some people as "donkeys laden with books". They
have much knowledge, but they do not have insight. They cannot see
patterns in their knowledge. They cannot apply their knowledge to
real life situations. There is a new science that is just developing
named chaos, which speaks about some of these things. It speaks about
the fact that often patterns are revealed in part of a field of knowledge
which are applicable to the whole of that field of knowledge, that
sometimes in order to see the forest all you have to do is examine

a few of the trees and the pattern of the forest is revealed. This

is similar to polling. You can take a representative sample and see
the whole picture. An example they use is the lungs, which are an
intricate combination of big and little tubes, but they have shown
that self-similarity applies in the lungs and after you examine one
small section it reveals the whole of the lungs. Many times fresh
minds see patterns that older minds do not see because the details

get in their way. This is similar to the Yiddish saying, "A stranger
who comes from a mile can see a mile." In other words, a stranger
can sometimes see the intricacies of a situation while a person who

is intricately involved cannot see the forest because of the trees.

The theory of chaos also supports the Jewish view that says that there
are many routes to accomplish the same thing, that although things

look chaotic on the surface they suprisingly all come back to the

same point, that G-d can allow man to follow his own whims and desires
but that man's history always comes back to the same point, the point
where G-d wants it to be. The only difference is that if man takes

a foolish route he will suffer. The world is not rigidly deterministic

as Newton would have us believe. There is a lot of room for free
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will while, at the same time, we cannot thwart G-d's purposes. The
weather is a prime example of chaotic behavior. It is imposible to
predict it exactly. However, we all know that it will be warm in

the summer and cold in the winter. The seasons come around even though

individual days in the year are not 100% predictable.

iIn the story of Joseph and his brothers we find these ideas reiterated
over and over again. Joseph, the young man, could see what nobody

else could see, even those who were wiser and older than he. He knew
that times were changing and that the brothers would have to change
their ways. He dreamt of the stars and of sheaves. His family had

been and were shepherds. To them the stars and sheaves were not important,
but to a farmer who must plant based upon the stars and the sun and

the moon and who must harvest sheaves, these things are very important.
Joseph could see what his brothers could not see and, because of that,
he was hated. He was telling them things they did not want to hear.
They preferred the status quo. Joseph then went to Egypt and again

saw things that nobody could see, not because he was better educated

but because he had a G-d-given gift to see patterns and designs where
others could only see details. He could interpret the dreams of Pharaoh
and before that the dreams of the butler and of the baker. But here
again Joseph was set apart. We never read how Joseph was loved by

the people. He was respected and given titles by Pharaoch, but we

do not read how he was loved by the people. The people wanted to

stick to the status quo.

Later in the Torah portion Vayechi after Jacob dies, the brothers

come to Joseph and tell him that their father had commanded them before
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he died to say, "Please forgive the sin of your brothers for what
they did unto you was evil." Joseph wept and he told them, 'Do not
fear for am I in the place of G-d? You intended evil against me but

' 1In other words,

G-d meant it for good in order to save the people.’
Joseph said, "You intended to harm me by sending me as a slave to
Egypt, but G-d intended it for good. I will continue to support you
and help you." By this Joseph was telling them that it was G-d's
purpose that they all came to Egypt. "It is true that you did not
know what G-d's purposes were. You intended to do evil, but G-d can
even use the evil that we do for good." Eventually the seasons change
no matter what the heat of a particular day. G-d can take the evil
that we do and change it to fulfill His purposes. The only difference
between our doing evil or our doing good is that if we will do good

we will not suffer. "You are now suffering," Joseph says. "Your
guilt still consumes you, but I am not G-d. I am not going to punish

you.

We Jews have throughout history been hated because many times we have
seen things that other people could not see. We have been the Josephs
of humanity. We are a very creative people. Over a third of the
ha been .

Nobel Prize winners ase Jewish. The number of Jews in the arts and

. (Ll .
sciences Jge way %e,o:t proportion to our numbers. The number of
Jews who have creatively changed the world, who are in the forefront
of all sorts of movements is way out of proportion to our numbers,

but people do not like to have their established ways questioned.

We have been hated because we question established ways.

The rabbis say the word for "Sinai' is the same word in Hebrew for
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“hatred”. Since Mount Sinai, which gave the Jewish people its creativity,
we have been a hated people. Chanukah reiterates this story of hatred
because we are different, because we bring another perspective, a
perspective based on morality to the world. We are called upon to

be a light unto the world whether we like it or not. It is our job

to keeﬁ lighting the lights of creativity in a world which many times
prefers darkness, but eventually we know, as Joseph knew, that the
world will accept these ideas and become a better place because of
them. Many lives will be saved because of them and many lives will
be enriched. It may be hard to be a Jew but it is the only thinge
that we really can be because we know, as Joseph knew, that we are
enriching the world, helping the world fulfill its potenmtial, and
that this is an exciting thing. We are helping G-d bring the world

to where He wants it to be.

Unfortunately, in our day like in the days of the Maccabees, there

are some Jews who feel that Jews are hated not because they are creative
and see things others do not want to see, but because we Jews are
different. They fail to recognize that the moral principles which

we were given at Mount Sinai are the key to our creativity and are
something the world needs. Hitler singled us out especially for destruction
because he said that we gave the world a conscience and he did not

want to have to abide by this conscience. Antiochus in his day felt

the same way. He wanted to crush the Jewish religion so that we Jews
would not question his swem, that we Jews would accept his world

view and not be a thorn in his side. Those Jews who blame antiquated

Jewish customs or dress or foolish folk ways for stirring up the wrath

of others are completely misguided. What these Jews do is me transfer
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their own frustration, anguish, and disapointment in the peoples around
them to their fellow Jews. This will not solve the problem of anti-
Semitism, and these Jews eventually will stifle Jewish creativity

and will stop the Jewish people from being both a creative and moral
light to the world. Anti-Semitism is the problem of others, not a
Jewish problem. Not all Jews are worthy of being a light unto the
world, but we have become a symbol of this light. When others hate
us they do not hate us for what we do or do not do. They hate us
because we are Jews. Judah Maccabee understood this. The Hellenists
did not. It behooves us all to stand proud and know who we are and
what we are so that we can still be that creative and moral light

to the world that the world so badly needs and that G-d wants us to

be. Let our Chanukah lights always burn bright.




